Forgiveness:  How God Forgives Us and How We are to Forgive Others.

Adult Sunday School – July 2001

July 1 - How David received forgiveness from God. II Samuel 11-12

II Samuel 11-12: (1) The Sin of Passion, (2) The Cover up, (3) The Sin Multiplies, (4) God’s merciful Confrontation, (5) David’s Repents, (6) God Redeems.

July 8 – The Inner Workings of Forgiveness.  Psalm 32

July 15 – The Art of Forgiving Others – Definitions.  What is forgiveness and what is it not.  Why we forgive others.

July 22 - The Art of Forgiving Others – Who we forgive.  How we forgive.

July 28 – Biblical references to forgiveness and Why does God allow evil?

References:

The Art of Forgiveness by Lewis Smedes

Reason for the Hope Within by Michael J. Murray

The Cross of Christ by John Stott

2 Samuel 11 – David and Bathsheba

1In the spring, at the time when kings go off to war, David sent Joab out with the king's men and the whole Israelite army. They destroyed the Ammonites and besieged Rabbah. But David remained in Jerusalem.  

2One evening David got up from his bed and walked around on the roof of the palace. From the roof he saw a woman bathing. The woman was very beautiful, and David sent someone to find out about her. The man said, "Isn't this Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam and the wife of Uriah the Hittite?"  Then David sent messengers to get her. She came to him, and he slept with her. (She had purified herself from her uncleanness.) Then she went back home.  The woman conceived and sent word to David, saying, "I am pregnant."

Title: The Sin of Passion

Why would David do this?  He had many wivies and didn’t need anymore?  He knew it was wrong?

1. We are basically evil and we need to know that - Do you believe that we are basically good people that does wrong occasionally or basically evil people who does good every once in a while?  Answer: We are all sinful, our tendency is to do wrong.  

Example is kids.

2. Sin is luring and we are not immune to its appeal.  It is powerful and can suck us in.  It feels good and it is dangerous to play with.  I think the attitude, “I’ll try anything once” is dangerous.  There are things are we should clearly stay away from.  There needs to be a healthy respect for the power of sin.  Example of Joseph.
I Corth 6:18 - Flee from sexual immorality.

3. When we forget that we are sinners, we get in trouble.  We need to remember our roots.
Beatitudes “Blessed are those that are poor in spirit.  I believe that the reason why forgive us our sins is in the Lord’s Prayer is because we are to remember.

Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall.  Proverbs 16:18.  It is so easy to forget.  Men’s Group - When do you feel closest to God?  When they were in trouble and desperate for help.

We must never feel like we are impervious to sin.  We must always remember that we are weak and it is only by God’s grace that we can do any good at all.  This was a key that Paul never forgot even though he did great things for God.  He was always humbled because he remember his roots.

I Tim 1:13-17 - I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, that he considered me faithful, appointing me to his service.  Even though I was once a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent man, I was shown mercy because I acted in ignorance and unbelief.  The grace of our Lord was poured out on me abundantly, along with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus.  Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners--of whom I am the worst.  But for that very reason I was shown mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his unlimited patience as an example for those who would believe on him and receive eternal life.  Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen.
6So David sent this word to Joab: “Send me Uriah the Hittite.” And Joab sent him to David.  When Uriah came to him, David asked him how Joab was, how the soldiers were and how the war was going.  Then David said to Uriah, “Go down to your house and wash your feet.” So Uriah left the palace, and a gift from the king was sent after him.  But Uriah slept at the entrance to the palace with all his master’s servants and did not go down to his house.

10When David was told, “Uriah did not go home,” he asked him, “Haven’t you just come from a distance? Why didn’t you go home?”

11Uriah said to David, “The ark and Israel and Judah are staying in tents, and my master Joab and my lord’s men are camped in the open fields. How could I go to my house to eat and drink and lie with my wife? As surely as you live, I will not do such a thing!”

12Then David said to him, “Stay here one more day, and tomorrow I will send you back.” So Uriah remained in Jerusalem that day and the next.  At David’s invitation, he ate and drank with him, and David made him drunk. But in the evening Uriah went out to sleep on his mat among his master’s servants; he did not go home.

Title: The Cover Up

Why did David try to cover it up?  Why didn’t he come clean?

What do you think David was feeling here?  Shame or remorse?  Probably not.  The only remorse he would be feeling is the remorse of getting caught.

David is a clever man and thinks up a scheme that could keep what he does hiddened

Sin has a hidden character.  We sin in the dark where no one else see it. 

1. Sin is shameful (Adam and Eve) and it is natural to want to hide it. We mistakenly believe that God is like humans and cannot see what we do, that if He is not physically present, He will not know.

Aside – We live in a society where it is not politically correct to talk about guilt as a good thing.  When we do wrong, we are suppose to feel shame and guilt.  It is healthy.

· PC vocabulary includes “making mistakes” instead of doing wrong.

· PC sees guilt as a bad thing.  Self esteem as a good thing.

· PC see the problem with humans as external (education, society, upbringing) rather than internal (moral depravity)

· PC does talk about right and wrong but how you feel about the issue.  What is right for one may not be right for another.

2. The more we sin, the more callous we get.  It is a slippery slope.  The bible terms it “hardness of heart.”
14In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it with Uriah.  In it he wrote, "Put Uriah in the front line where the fighting is fiercest. Then withdraw from him so he will be struck down and die."

16So while Joab had the city under siege, he put Uriah at a place where he knew the strongest defenders were.  When the men of the city came out and fought against Joab, some of the men in David's army fell; moreover, Uriah the Hittite died.

18Joab sent David a full account of the battle.  He instructed the messenger: "When you have finished giving the king this account of the battle, the king's anger may flare up, and he may ask you, 'Why did you get so close to the city to fight? Didn't you know they would shoot arrows from the wall?  Who killed Abimelech son of Jerub-Besheth ? Didn't a woman throw an upper millstone on him from the wall, so that he died in Thebez? Why did you get so close to the wall?' If he asks you this, then say to him, 'Also, your servant Uriah the Hittite is dead.'"

22The messenger set out, and when he arrived he told David everything Joab had sent him to say.  The messenger said to David, "The men overpowered us and came out against us in the open, but we drove them back to the entrance to the city gate.  Then the archers shot arrows at your servants from the wall, and some of the king's men died. Moreover, your servant Uriah the Hittite is dead."

25David told the messenger, "Say this to Joab: 'Don't let this upset you; the sword devours one as well as another. Press the attack against the city and destroy it.' Say this to encourage Joab."  When Uriah's wife heard that her husband was dead, she mourned for him.  After the time of mourning was over, David had her brought to his house, and she became his wife and bore him a son. But the thing David had done displeased the LORD.

Title: The Sin Multiplies

What started out as a simple cover up multiplies to a murder.  Sin has a uncontrollable growth factor about it.  The secrecy continues.

What is the state of David’s soul at this point?  His heart is hardened.  It is callous.

1. The more we sin, the worse the sin becomes and harder it becomes to turn around.
1The LORD sent Nathan to David. When he came to him, he said, "There were two men in a certain town, one rich and the other poor.  The rich man had a very large number of sheep and cattle, but the poor man had nothing except one little ewe lamb he had bought. He raised it, and it grew up with him and his children. It shared his food, drank from his cup and even slept in his arms. It was like a daughter to him.

4"Now a traveler came to the rich man, but the rich man refrained from taking one of his own sheep or cattle to prepare a meal for the traveler who had come to him. Instead, he took the ewe lamb that belonged to the poor man and prepared it for the one who had come to him."

5David burned with anger against the man and said to Nathan, "As surely as the LORD lives, the man who did this deserves to die!  He must pay for that lamb four times over, because he did such a thing and had no pity."

7Then Nathan said to David, "You are the man!  This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: 'I anointed you king over Israel, and I delivered you from the hand of Saul.  I gave your master's house to you, and your master's wives into your arms. I gave you the house of Israel and Judah. And if all this had been too little, I would have given you even more.  Why did you despise the word of the LORD by doing what is evil in his eyes? You struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword and took his wife to be your own. You killed him with the sword of the Ammonites.  Now, therefore, the sword will never depart from your house, because you despised me and took the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your own.'

11 "This is what the LORD says: 'Out of your own household I am going to bring calamity upon you. Before your very eyes I will take your wives and give them to one who is close to you, and he will lie with your wives in broad daylight.  You did it in secret, but I will do this thing in broad daylight before all Israel.'"

Title: God’s merciful Confrontation

What would happen if God did not intervene and just left David here?  

It is God mercy that he confronts David.  God does it in a clever and subtle way.  How often do we see correction as an act of love.

1. The worse thing for God to do is to leave us in our sin.  Without God intervention, we would be untterly doomed.  Romans 1.  

2. God disciplines those that he loves. (Hebrews 12).

13Then David said to Nathan, "I have sinned against the LORD." Nathan replied, "The LORD has taken away your sin. You are not going to die.  But because by doing this you have made the enemies of the LORD show utter contempt, the son born to you will die."

Title: David Repents

What did David do that allowed him to gain God’s forgiveness?  Answer:  He admitted his guilt with no excuses.  His repentance was real.

What would have been some other possible reactions?  It wasn’t my fault.  He could have gotten angry at God for the confrontation.

What do you think it felt like to hear, “The Lord has taken away your sin.  You are not going to die.”

1. Forgiveness comes when we come clean and admit that we have done wrong  

2. Forgiveness is a great gift from God.

3. Forgiveness does not necessarily remove the consequences of the sin

15After Nathan had gone home, the LORD struck the child that Uriah's wife had borne to David, and he became ill.  David pleaded with God for the child. He fasted and went into his house and spent the nights lying on the ground.  The elders of his household stood beside him to get him up from the ground, but he refused, and he would not eat any food with them.

18On the seventh day the child died. David's servants were afraid to tell him that the child was dead, for they thought, "While the child was still living, we spoke to David but he would not listen to us. How can we tell him the child is dead? He may do something desperate."

19David noticed that his servants were whispering among themselves and he realized the child was dead. "Is the child dead?" he asked. "Yes," they replied, "he is dead."

20Then David got up from the ground. After he had washed, put on lotions and changed his clothes, he went into the house of the LORD and worshiped. Then he went to his own house, and at his request they served him food, and he ate.

His servants asked him, "Why are you acting this way? While the child was alive, you fasted and wept, but now that the child is dead, you get up and eat!"

22He answered, "While the child was still alive, I fasted and wept. I thought, 'Who knows? The LORD may be gracious to me and let the child live.'  But now that he is dead, why should I fast? Can I bring him back again? I will go to him, but he will not return to me."

24Then David comforted his wife Bathsheba, and he went to her and lay with her. She gave birth to a son, and they named him Solomon. The LORD loved him;  and because the LORD loved him, he sent word through Nathan the prophet to name him Jedidiah.

Title: God Redeems

How can God not only forgive but bring about his plan through the son of Bathsheba and what happened?

God can redeem even a murderous sinner like David.  He redeems the situation with Solomon.

God can and does redeem situations brought about by our sin.

Outline on God’s Forgiveness

II Samuel 11-12

The Sin of Passion: II Samuel 11:1-5

1. We are basically ______________ people that occasionally does good.

2. Sin is ____________ and we are not _______________ to its appeal. (I Corth. 6:18)

3. When we forget that we are _________________, we get in trouble.  We need to remember our _________________. (I Tim 1)

The Cover Up: II Samuel 11:6-13

4. Sin is ________ and it is natural to want to _____________ it. 

5. The more we sin, the more ______________ we get.  The bible terms it _____________

The Sin Multiplies:  II Samuel 11:14-26

6. The more we sin, the ________________ the sin becomes and _______________ it becomes to turn around.

God’s Merciful Confrontation: II Samuel 12:1-12

7. The worse thing for God to do is to ________________us in our sin.  Without God ______________, we would be utterly doomed.  Romans 1.  

8. God _______________ those that he loves. (Hebrews 12).

David Repents: II Samuel 12:13-14

9. Forgiveness comes when we come _____________ and ___________ that we have done wrong  

10. Forgiveness is a great ______________from God.

11. Forgiveness does not necessarily _________________ the consequences of the sin.

God Redeems: II Samuel 12:15-25

12. God can and does ______________ situations brought about by our sin.

Session 2 – July 15

The Inner Working of God’s Forgiveness

32:1-2 - Blessed is he whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.  Blessed is the man whose sin the LORD does not count against him and in whose spirit is no deceit.

Question: What is the Psalmist’s attitude toward forgiveness?
Answer: The Psalmist sees forgiveness as a great gift from God.  With this gift we are able to be close to God and live life with nothing to hide from God and others. Forgiveness is a great gift from God.

What prevents us from seeing God’s forgiveness as a gift?  

The greatest hindrance is taking God for granted.  Assuming that He will be with me no matter what and that I can pretty much do anything I want without consequences.  I think it is important to understand that there are consequences to our sin even though we can be forgiven.  When I broke my neighbors window, I had to confess before him but I still had to pay for it out of my allowance.

What would it be like to be able to live life completely out in the open?

Who can say that they have never done something that they would prefer to keep hidden?  Living a forgiven life means that nothing need be hidden.  We can live out in the open, free of guilt.

There are three ways to live guilt-free:

1. Atheist Approach – Guilt is a figment of our imagination.  It is a fabrication of our society that we need to be freed of.

2. Carefree Approach – Ignore it, fill your life with activity so that you don’t have to face the regrets in your life.

3. Christian Approach – Deal with our sin, take it to God and get forgiveness/pardon from the Ultimate Judge.

Our Christian community is based on the fact that we are all recovering sinners saved by God’s mercy and grace.

32:3-5 - When I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all day long.  For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; my strength was sapped as in the heat of summer.  Then I acknowledged my sin to you and did not cover up my iniquity. I said, "I will confess my transgressions to the LORD"-- and you forgave the guilt of my sin.

How many of you can relate to this passage? How many of you had a time where you were so guilt ridden that you couldn’t function?

Sickness Analogy - This is a good picture of living life without God’s presence.   Having unrepentant sin is like being physically sick.  Have you ever been very sick where you cannot even get out of bed?  You feel sapped of all energy.  It is a huge chore to do even the simplest things like eating or going to the bathroom.  You feel like your body is wasting away.  Your feel like “groaning.”  This is the image of the effect of sin.  

Growing Distant from God - As you mature in the Lord, we begin to fear being distant from God.  (Once we know what it is to be healthy, we don’t want to go back to being sick).  We know what we are missing.  That is why we will do anything keep right with God.  

On our side, I believe that the worst thing in the world is to grow callous.  This happens when we continue in sin.  We ignore the warning of God and become more and more resistant to His direction.  

On God’s side, the worst thing in the world is for Him to stop warning us.  We lose his presence in our lives.  Our prayer needs to always beseech God to hit up over the head hard enough so that we will see and change. 

Sickness Analogy Again - Working with the sickness analogy, God’s forgiveness is the penicillin of the soul.  God’s forgiveness cures us of our sickness and restores our health.

Confession is like calling the doctor for help.  Confession involves being honest, acknowledging our wrongdoing, and repenting before God.

When you hear people’s testimony of their struggles in becoming a Christian, it very must sound like they were spiritually sick and that God’s salvation cured them of the sickness.  I believe this is a key to understanding Jesus when he was on earth.  Yes, he healed physical ailments, but he was always more concerned with curing the sickness of the soul.  We can see this Mark 5 with the bleeding woman and Jarius, the synagogue ruler.  Both where desperate for physical healing and both got spiritual healing as well ----- a real relationship with God through faith.

Summer Heat Analogy – You don’t feeling like doing anything when it gets really hot.  All your energy is gone, you just feel like sleeping

Confession - How often should we confess our sin?
What does the Bible say about it?  In both OT and NT, confession is the flip side of praise of God.  We talk about God’s mercy and grace because we need it.  There is a very personal side to confession because we have to lay down our pride, our self-reliance and call out to God personally.  No one else can do this for you.  In the NT, confession also has the meaning of pledge of loyality to Christ as Lord.

Also, there is a corporateness to confession of sins as well because there is corporate sin.  Sin does not just effect us personally but those around us as well.

32:6-7 - Therefore let everyone who is godly pray to you while you may be found; surely when the mighty waters rise, they will not reach him.  You are my hiding place; you will protect me from trouble and surround me with songs of deliverance. 

There is a small warning here about God’s patient is not forever.  God is described in the Bible as slow to anger but he will punish eventually.

What would it be to not have God’s protection?

When we are distant from God, we lose His protection.  We are on our own.  

In the youth of our life, we believe that we can accomplish anything.  One of the lessons in life is that there are many things that are not in our control and do not go our way.

Aside (loniness) - There is a great loneliness without God’s presence.  The realization that you are on your own,the philosopher call it “angst.”  The atheistic philosopher basically tells everyone to suck it up and deal with it; there is no other truth.  Christians look at that same feeling and say that is the very reality that should push you back to God.  God created us to have relationship with Him.  This is the natural order of things.  Without it, there is a big gapping hole in our existence.

What is it like to have God’s protection?

With God, we can have confidence that all things are working our for our ultimate good.  No matter what happens to us on earth, in the end, thing will be alright.  God will deliver us (and boy, do we need to be delivered).  Life is not easy.  It is a struggle and God, the creator of the universe, is on our side.

32:8-11 - I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel you and watch over you.  Do not be like the horse or the mule, which have no understanding but must be controlled by bit and bridle or they will not come to you.  Many are the woes of the wicked, but the Lord's unfailing love surrounds the man who trusts in him.  Rejoice in the LORD and be glad, you righteous; sing, all you who are upright in heart!

When we are distant from God, we are like a horse or mule, without understanding or stupid.

That stupidity leads to “woes” or trouble in the life of the wicked.

The Psalmist talks about an unfailing love that surrounds us.  It has a picture of God’s arms wrapping around us protecting us from danger.  The Psalmist encourages us to “trust” in the Lord.  

Proverb 3:5-6. Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight.

Psalms 103:8-14

The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love.  He will not always accuse, nor will he harbor his anger forever; he does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to our iniquities.  For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us.  As a father has compassion on his children, so the LORD has compassion on those who fear him; for he knows how we are formed, he remembers that we are dust. 

A Key to living:  We can live our lives on the open because of God’s forgiveness!

What made David so unique that he was called “a man after God’s own heart?”  

1. David know that his whole life was determined by God

2. David knew how to humble out and ask forgiveness when he did wrong

3. David proactively sought after God

How does understanding our human nature help us practically live out our lives.

1. We are not surprised by the evil that occurs in this world.

2. We know that the solution to man’s problem is not external but internal

3. We have a way of dealing with our own sin (weaknesses, failures, evil desires)

4. We can live our lives in the open

Outline on The Inner Workings of God’s Forgiveness
Psalms 32

Session 2

1. Forgiveness is a great ____________ from God. (Psalm 32:1-2)

2. Having unrepentant sin is like being physically _______________. (Psalm 32:3-5)

· God’s forgiveness is the _________________ of the soul.

· Confession is like calling ____________________ for help.

3. When we are distant from God, we lose His ____________________ (Psalms 32:6-7)

4. When we are distant from God, we are like a horse or mule, __________________________ (Psalm 32:8-11)

5. The Psalmist encourages us to ___________________ in the Lord. (Psalm 32:8-11)

6. A Key to living: We can live our lives on the ______________because of God’s forgiveness!

What made David so unique that he was called “a man after God’s own heart?”  

· David knew that his whole life was _______________ by God

· David knew how to __________ and ____________ when he did wrong

· David ______________________ after God

How does understanding our human nature help us practically live out our lives?

· We are not _____________ by the evil that occurs in this world.

· We know that the solution to man’s problem is not ___________ but ____________.

· We have a way of dealing with our own sin through _________ to God.

· We can live our lives in the ___________ 
Session 3 July 22

Forgiving others

1) We rediscover the humanity of the person who hurt us. (Romans 3:23).

It is easy to vilify the person who hurt us.  Through the process of forgiveness we begin to see things as they really are.  He may not be personification of pure evil but a confusing mixture of good and evil.  He/she is the sinner who did us wrong.

Roman 3:23 – For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.  It is difficult to condemn when we know that we will be judged as well.
2) We surrender our right to get even (but do not surrender our claims of justice  (Numbers 14:18, Romans 12:17)

We want the satisfaction of watching him burn in hell.  When forgiveness comes, we release the right to vengeance. Although there is a fine line, we do not release our sense of justice.

Vengeance is our own pleasure of seeing someone who hurt us getting it back and then some.  Justice, on the other hand, is secured when someone pays a fair penalty for wronging another even if then injured person takes no pleasure in it.  Vengeance is for personal satisfaction.  Justice is moral accounting.

There is a problem with vengeance.  The path of vengeance is a slippery slope.  Where does it stop.  So person wrongs you and then you retaliate.  They feel shafted and then retaliate back.  There are stories in the news of neighbor going to extraordinary lengths in a feud.  Hatfields and McCoys.  After a while, nobody event remembers what started the whole thing.  All that is left is hatred.   It is a dead end.

Numbers 14:18 – It is the same in divine justice.  The Lord is slow to anger.. forgiving iniquity and transgression, but by no means clearing the guilty.

Therefore, Forgiving does not mean we excuse the person who did it.

Forgiving does not mean that we take the edge off the evil of what was done to us

In, Romans 12:17 – Do not repay anyone evil for evil.  Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everyone.  If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.  Do not take revenge, my friend, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge: I will repay,” says the Lord.  On the contrary: “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink.  In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.  Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

3) We revise our feelings toward the person we forgive.

The first and natural reaction to someone who has hurt us is hatred.   When we progress down the road to forgiveness, we find that we can pray that God will have mercy on them just as he has mercy on us.  I believe this is the essence of Matt 5 when it talks about praying for our enemies.

Forgiveness does not mean reunion.
When a person close to us wrongs us, he throws up two obstacles between us.  One of the obstacles is our sense of having been violated, which produces anger, hostility, and resentment.  This is the obstacle that forgiveness removes.  But only the person who wronged us can remove the other obstacle.  And he can remove it only by repentance and, if need be, by restitution.

It takes one person to forgive.

It takes two to be reunited.

Forgiving happen inside the wounded person.

Reunion happens in the relationship between people

We can forgive a person who never says he is sorry

We cannot be truly united unless he is honestly sorry

We can forgive even if we don not trust the person who wronged us one not to wrong us again

Reunion can happen only if we can trust the person who wronged us one not to wrong us again.

Forgiveness has no strings attached

Reunion has several strings attached.

Reunion is sometimes impossible due to circumstances that have occurred

Reunion is sometimes harmful

Forgiveness does not mean restoration

To restore a person to their former position or status may not be wise.  It may be harmful to the person.  Forgiveness needs to be seen as a separate thing.  Restitution may need to be paid.  Consequences to the wrong need to be acknowledged.

Why should we forgive?

We forgive because we are forgiven by God. 

Luke 7:40 – Woman washing Jesus’ feet.

Luke 6:35-36 – The Lord wants us to treat others as he treated us.

The only alternative to forgiveness is vengeance, doomed to exchange wound for wound forever.

Revenge is the ancient formula for undying futility.  An eye for an eye.  Trying to make life fairer by revenge never happens.  Will the Tutsis ever get even with the Hutus.  Will the Jews ever get even with the Arabs?  Will the Muslims ever get even with the Serbs?  Never.  The killing will go on until all is dead.  The reason is that the victom and victimizer never weigh pain on the same scale.  Wound for wound, pain for pain forever.  Perpetual pain, perpetual unfairness.

There isn’t much choice.  It is either vengeance or forgiveness.  Forgiveness opens the future for better possibilities.  It should be remembered that forgiveness does not balance the scales of justice (fairness) anymore than vengeance.

Hatred is like a slow acting poison giving power to the wrongdoer.  Forgiveness is healing

Hatred has a way of harming the victim.  If the victim gets caught up in desiring vengeance, he/she give power to the wrongdoer because he/she is caught up in the past.  

Forgiving Others (Part 2)

July 22, 2001

Definition of forgiveness (review)

· We rediscover the humanity of the person who hurt us

· We surrender our right to get even

· We revise our feelings toward the person

· Forgiveness opens up future possibilities such as reconciliation and restoration.

Misconceptions of forgiveness (review)

· Forgiveness does not mean that we excuse the person who did it
· “Who am I to judge” Fallacy – awareness of our own faultiness should keep us humble but not suspend all judgment.
· Blame-Share Fallacy – Sharing the blame does not excuse the evil.
· “To understand all is to forgive all” Fallacy – Understanding evil does not excuse it.
· Fatalist Fallacy (it’s in his genes, it’s not his fault) – At some level, we make decisions and are responsible for our actions.

· Forgiveness does not mean that we take the edge off the evil of what was done to us

· Forgiveness does not mean that we invite some who hurt us once to hurt us again

· Forgiveness does not mean we surrender our right to justice

· Forgiveness does not mean that we invite someone who hurt us once to hurt us again

Can we forgive an unrepentant person?

Arguments against forgiving an unrepentant person

· “If a person who wrongs us does not repent, he doesn’t deserve to be forgiven.” – Forgiveness flows from grace

· “Forgiving someone who does not repent is just too hard” – Forgiveness helps the forgiver

· “To forgive an unrepentant person is not fair to ourselves.” – Forgiveness is good for the forgiver

· “To forgive an unrepentant person is dangerous. If he feels no sorrow what he did, he is likely to do it again. – Forgiveness is not tolerance

· “The Bible says that we have to repent before we can get forgiveness” – God requires repentance but we need to forgive for ourselves.

Argument for forgiving an unrepentant person

· Forgiving is something good we do for ourselves.  The person who hurt us should not be the person who decides whether or when we should recover for the pain he brought us. A wounded person should not put her future happiness in the hands of the person who made her miserable.

Is there such thing as forgiving ourselves?

1. Forgiving is normally thought of as a cast of two.  We feel an need to forgive ourselves because a part of us that gets blamed feels split off from the part that does the blaming.  One self feels despised and rejected by the other.  We are ripped apart inside and forgiving ourselves is the only way we heal the split.

2. Only the victim has the right to forgive.  Therefore, forgiving ourselves is a questionable operation since we are prone to excusing ourselves as a way to escape responsibility.  Still, it is necessary.

3. Who validates our self-forgiving?  Answer:  The person we wronged and God who feels sorrow when we wound his children.  When a person asks us to forgive him, he is also asking permission to forgive himself.  The payment is remorse.  The second person we need to ask forgiveness from is God.  When we hurt one of God’s children, we also hurt God himself. (Psalms 51)

How do we forgive?

1. We need to own our pain. (feel, understand, and decide what we want to do with it)

2. We need to understand that it takes time.  Forgiveness is a process (memories cause us to have to revisit forgiveness)

3. We can talk with trusted friends who have gone through it.

4. Forgive and remember

· Forgiving does not erase the bitter past

· Forgiving changes the memory of our past into a hope for the future (example of Joseph)

· We remember with truth without illusions

Quiz on Forgiveness

Forgiving someone means to “forgive and forget”

Forgiving someone else involves reconciliation.

Forgiving someone means that we do not take revenge.

Forgiving someone else means that we surrender our right to justice

Forgiveness means we excuse the person who did it.

Forgiving someone means that there is restoration in the relationship.


Your Answer

Agree Disagree

Agree Disagree

Agree Disagree

Agree Disagree

Agree Disagree

Agree Disagree

Definition of Forgiveness

1) We rediscover the humanity of the person who hurt us. (Romans 3:23)

2) We surrender our right to get even (but do not surrender our claims of justice  (Numbers 14:18, Romans 12:17)

Forgiving does not mean we excuse the person who did it.

Forgiving does not mean that we take the edge off the evil of what was done to us

3) We revise our feelings toward the person we forgive. (I Peter 3:9)

Forgiveness does not mean reunion

It takes one person to forgive., it takes two to be reunited.

Reunion is sometimes impossible, and even sometimes harmful

Forgiveness does not mean restoration.  When it happens, it is a great gift.

Why should we forgive?

We forgive because we are _________ (Luke 7:40, Luke 6:35-36)

The only alternative to forgiveness is vengeance, doomed to exchange wound for wound forever.

Hatred is like a slow acting poison giving power to the wrongdoer.  Forgiveness is healing

What’s next?  How do we forgive?

Quiz on Forgiveness

Forgiving someone means to “forgive and forget”

Forgiving someone else involves reconciliation.

Forgiving someone means that we do not take revenge.

Forgiving someone else means that we surrender our right to justice

Forgiveness means we excuse the person who did it.

Forgiving someone means that there is restoration in the relationship.


Your Answer

Agree Disagree

Agree Disagree

Agree Disagree

Agree Disagree

Agree Disagree

Agree Disagree

Definition of Forgiveness

1) We ________ the ________ of the person who hurt us. (Romans 3:23)

2) We ________ our ________ to get ________ (but do not surrender our claims of ________  (Numbers 14:18, Romans 12:17)

Forgiving does not mean we ________the person who did it.

Forgiving does not mean that we take the ________of what was done to us

3) We ________ our ________toward the person we forgive. (I Peter 3:9)

Forgiveness does not mean ________

It takes one person to ________., it takes two to be ________
________ is sometimes impossible, and even sometimes harmful

Forgiveness does not mean ________.  When it happens, it is a great gift.

Why should we forgive?

We forgive because we are _________ (Luke 7:40, Luke 6:35-36)

The only alternative to forgiveness is vengeance, doomed to exchange wound for wound forever.

Hatred is like a slow acting poison giving power to the hated.  Forgiveness is healing

What’s next?  How do we forgive?

It takes one person to forgive.

It takes two to be reunited.

Forgiving happen inside the wounded person.

Reunion happens in the relationship between people

We can forgive a person who never says he is sorry

We cannot be truly united unless he is honestly sorry

We can forgive even if we don not trust the person who wronged us one not to wrong us again

Reunion can happen only if we can trust the person who wronged us one not to wrong us again.

Forgiveness has no strings attached

Reunion has several strings attached.

Reunion is sometimes impossible due to circumstances that have occurred

Reunion is sometimes harmful

Session 5 – July 28

Verses on Forgiveness.

Matt 18:21-35.  Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, "Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother when he sins against me? Up to seven times?"  Jesus answered, "I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.  "Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants.  As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him.  Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt.  "The servant fell on his knees before him. 'Be patient with me,' he begged, 'and I will pay back everything.'  The servant's master took pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go.  "But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii. He grabbed him and began to choke him. 'Pay back what you owe me!' he demanded.  "His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, 'Be patient with me, and I will pay you back.'  "But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could pay the debt.  When the other servants saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed and went and told their master everything that had happened.  "Then the master called the servant in. 'You wicked servant,' he said, 'I canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to.  Shouldn't you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?'  In anger his master turned him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed.  "This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother from your heart."

Do these verses mean that we should forgive a person 490 times instead of 7?  What was the point of Jesus’ response?  What was the basis of the servant” condemnation?

Matt 6:9-15 - "This, then, is how you should pray: "'Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.'  For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.  But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.

Why is it important to forgive other according to these verses?
Luke 7:3-4.  So watch yourselves. "If your brother sins, rebuke him, and if he repents, forgive him.  If he sins against you seven times in a day, and seven times comes back to you and says, 'I repent,' forgive him."

What is the this passage teaching about forgiveness?  Do you see in these verses the teaching that we should allow another person to dupe us over and over again?

Romans 12:15-21.  Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse.  Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn.  Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position. Do not be conceited.  Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everybody.  If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.  Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God's wrath, for it is written: "It is mine to avenge; I will repay," says the Lord.  On the contrary: "If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.  Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

What are the reasons given here for restraining from taking revenge?  What will be the effect?

Eph 4:25-27.  Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to his neighbor, for we are all members of one body.  "In your anger do not sin" : Do not let the sun go down while you are still angry, and do not give the devil a foothold.

What is the teaching on anger here?  How do we anger and not sin?  Why is it important to not harbor anger for a long time?

Why does God allow such great evil in this world? (Why does he allow evil to effect me?)

1. There are particularly appalling cases of evil that we can point to in this world?  This evil can be brought about by human hands and natural disasters and disease.

2. The practical problem with evil – When evil befall an individual, it can lead a believer to be angry with God, to mistrust God, to adopt an attitude of bitterness and rebellion.  In the grips of such rage, we might raise or fist toward heaven and curse God or become depressed and fall into despair.

· To live without God is not practical.  Without God, I found it impossible to raise my kid.  I could not raise them with a moral moving target.

· I felt a lack of purpose in life.  No God meant eat, drink, and be merry was the only ruling principle.  Hedonism.  There is a terrible loneliness that results.  Angst.

· I could not deal with death or my own mortality.  There was not hope.

· I began to remember the good things that have come my way.  Life can get distorted by the bad and the evil

· The evil done in God’s name is not God Himself.  Christians who do evil do not prove that God is evil.  The love of God’s people is a great healing force.

· Ultimately, I had to come to a point of trust in God again.

3. Intellectual arguments – Are there rational argument for God in the presence of evil?

· When God created man, he created him perfect.  The great gift given to him was to choose to obey or disobey God.  The first man rebelled against God and every one of us since has ratified that rebellion.  God could have created us without choice but we would be machines.  Therefore, God allows evil to exist for the time being for the greater good of giving us choice.  

· In order to have a world with creatures who can choose freely, the environment in which they are placed must be set up in certain well-defined ways with orderly laws of nature.  Otherwise, we could not predict the effect of our choices.   The down side of these laws are that the same law of momentum that enable you to give and receive flowers will also cause a falling boulder to crush you if you happen to be under it.  All of nature was under the dominion of man.  When man sinned, nature fell with man.  Death and disease came into this world.

· If God were to stamp out evil right now, no one would be left.  This is why in the OT, God is described as slow to anger, great in mercy.  In the NT, God is waiting wishing that none would perish (II Peter3:9)

· Sources of evil (a) much of the suffering of this world can be directly attributed to evil choices of man.  (b) Some of the suffering can be attributed to the judgment of God (c) Some of the suffering is caused by the enemy of God, Satan.

· God himself is the great sufferer and has fully met the problem of evil in giving his own Son, Jesus Christ, at infinite cost to himself.  The consequence of evil for eternity is forever removed; sin is forgiven and we receive new life and power to choose what is right as we embrace the Lord Jesus Christ.

· The very presence of evil implies that there is a good.  If there is no God, there is no basis for judging good or evil.  Everything is relative to one’s own opinion.  If one believes in good or evil, he/she is pointing to an absolute standard that implies the existence of God

